Tips for sealing tiles

Tile & Floor Care provides some handy advice when it comes to choosing the correct sealer for specific tiles: 

Terracotta Tiles
Terracotta’s porosities vary according to the make and model, therefore accurate coverage of sealers is difficult to predict. Tile & Floor Care Top Seal, Deep Seal or HP Sealer may all be used. The coverage and finish required are the deciding factors when choosing a sealer. See the Tile & Floor Care sealer selection chart on their website www.tfc.co.za for sealer coverages.

Porcelain tiles

Although unglazed porcelain tiles are highly vitrified they still need to be treated in order to prevent them from becoming dirty and then ultimately staining. The treatment specified for porcelain tiles is Tile & Floor Care Invisible Sealer as it is the only sealer that is able to penetrate and seal the tile from within. Invisible sealer is a very effective repellent, helps to keep the tile clean and will make no visual change to the aesthetic finish of the porcelain. Porcelain tiles can also be glazed during manufacturing. Glazed porcelain tiles do not need to be treated. 
Slate Tiles

When protecting slate it is of the utmost importance to protect the surface, thereby protecting the colour. If the surface is not protected then it is likely to be abraded away and will expose a different colour below. For example a brown tile may be abraded away and expose a black core. The two ways to protect slate are to apply a surface sealer that will protect the tile from the top, or to apply a penetrating sealer that will bond and strengthen the tile. Hence, there are three sealers that are specified for slate tiles, they are Tile & Floor Care Deep Seal, HP Sealer and Top Seal.

Sandstone
Sandstone is generally very porous and needs to be sealed with suitable sealers. There are two recommended sealers for sandstone, Tile & Floor Care HP Sealer and Top Seal. Top Seal will not change the colour of the tile dramatically (which is important in this type of tile), and will have a slight gloss finish. HP Sealer will colour enhance the tile and sometime cause the tile to acquire a greenish tinge. That is why it is important to test in an inconspicuous area before sealing the whole floor. HP Sealer will give a matt finish.

Granite, marble and travertine

Granite tiles and countertops are mechanically polished to give them their high gloss finish. Marble is relatively soft and needs to be protected from wear and tear as well as staining as it is extremely sensitive to acids and easily etched by common products such as cool drinks, lemon juice and vinegar. Travertine’s manufacturing and properties are similar to those of granite and marble.

All the above are very low in porosity, hence a high viscosity penetrating sealer must be used. In most cases Tile & Floor Care Deep Seal or Invisible Sealer may be used but Tile & Floor Care advises that you consult their head office for a specification.

Cement Tiles

Once dry, a protective coating of Tile & Floor Care Top Seal is applied to cement tiles to protect the surface during transportation and most importantly during installation. Cement tiles are the only tiles to which Tile & Floor Care prescribes a pre-seal. The reason is that all other tiles may be washed with Grout off (acid) to rid it from grout stains. If an unprotected cement tile is washed with an acid it will be damaged and is likely to lose its colour and surface texture. When protecting cement it is of the utmost importance to protect the surface, thereby protecting the colour. If the surface is not protected then it is likely to be abraded away and will expose a different colour and possibly the stone aggregate below. The two ways to protect cement are to apply a surface sealer that will protect the tile from the top, or to apply a penetrating sealer that will bond and strengthen the tile. Hence, there are two sealers that are specified for cement tiles, they are Tile & Floor Care HP Sealer and Top Seal.
For more information contact Tile & Floor Care on 011 822 6901 or visit www.tfc.co.za
